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Baker-Polito Administration Announces 
MassWorks Infrastructure Awards Totaling 
$2.8 Million to Three Communities 
 
Grants to Hopedale, Gosnold and West Newbury support road and bridge 
safety 
  
HOPEDALE – January 8, 2020 – Today, Housing and Economic Development 
Secretary Mike Kennealy joined Hopedale Select Board Chairman Brian Keyes, 
Gosnold Selectwoman Gail Blout, West Newbury Town Manager Angus Jennings, 
Senator Ryan Fattman, Representative Brian Murray, Representative Lenny Mirra and 
other state and local officials at the Hopedale Housing Authority to announce three 
MassWorks Infrastructure Program small town assistance grants totaling $2.8 million 
for road and bridge improvements. 
 
The Town of Hopedale received a $1 million MassWorks award for intersection 
improvements at Route 16 and Hopedale Street. Congestion and accidents at this 
intersection impact students, seniors, and Town Hall and local business visitors, as 
well as emergency access to nearby Milford Regional Medical Center for Hopedale 
and neighboring towns. Specific improvements will include road widening, dedicated 
turn lanes, emergency vehicle preemption and new traffic signals. 
  
“MassWorks is a valuable program that maximizes return on investment for capital 
funding, delivering vital infrastructure repairs that improve public safety while 
stimulating local and private development, job growth and housing production,” said 
Governor Charlie Baker. “We will continue to collaborate closely with local leaders to 
identify opportunities and target public resources toward the growth and wellbeing of 
communities across the Commonwealth.”  
  
“As former municipal leaders, Governor Baker and I know firsthand the value of flexible 
grant programs like MassWorks, which help communities make targeted 
enhancements and provide opportunities for economic development,” said Lt. 
Governor Karyn Polito. “Assistance to smaller towns is vital, and today’s awards to 
Gosnold, Hopedale and West Newbury will improve roadway safety and access, as 
well as increase emergency response times.” 
  
Gosnold will use an $800,000 MassWorks grant to rehabilitate nearly two miles of 
roadway on Cuttyhunk Island, the first significant roadwork on the island in more than 
25 years. Project improvements will include road repairs, road resurfacing and the 
reconstruction of a failing retaining wall on Tower Hill Road. These roadways are the 
only paved means of transportation on the island, and are vital to the shipping and 
delivery of goods from the island’s docks to local businesses and homes. These 
 
roadways are also a lifeline for local tourism, providing the only means of access and 
egress to Cuttyhunk Harbor for boaters and ferry passengers. 
  
“This administration recognizes the importance of reliable, modern infrastructure to the 
safety and success of communities of all sizes,” said Housing and Economic 
Development Secretary Mike Kennealy. “MassWorks is intentionally designed to be 
flexible to the varying challenges and opportunities faced by the Commonwealth’s 
diverse cities and towns, and this set aside for our smaller communities gives them the 
resources to make critical roadway upgrades.” 
  
The Town of West Newbury will use a $1 million MassWorks award to reconstruct and 
reopen the Plummer Spring Road Bridge over the Artichoke Reservoir. The bridge, 
located on the border with Newburyport, has been closed since July 2018 due to a 
collapsed sidewall, resulting in a 3.4-mile detour. The closure impacts access to Anna 
Jaques Hospital from West Newbury and impedes the designated emergency 
evacuation route from the Seabrook Nuclear Power Station in New Hampshire. The 
bridge will also receive a $500,000 MassDOT Small Municipal Bridge Grant for design 
and some construction. Construction will include pre-cast guardrail transitions, as well 
as bridge realignment and road widening. 
  
“The Town of Hopedale is excited about the Route 16/Hopedale Street Improvement 
project and grateful to the state for providing the funding. This project addresses 
numerous safety, traffic and pedestrian issues and is highly important from both local 
and regional perspectives,” said Hopedale Select Board Chairman Brian 
Keyes. “We look forward to working with the state to bring this timely project to a 
successful completion.” 
 
“I am happy to have supported the town of Hopedale in their pursuit of the STRAP 
grant," said Senator Ryan C. Fattman. "The $1 million being awarded to the town will 
benefit the whole community, since the schools, elderly housing, and town hall are all 
located within a half mile of the intersection that is being redeveloped. With 
approximately 5,500 emergency vehicles passing through the intersection on a yearly 
basis, I thought it was critical to support the town of Hopedale in their pursuit of this 
MassWorks grant. I am happy to see this much needed change being brought to 
Hopedale.” 
  
“This MassWorks grant that will be used to improve the Route 16/Hopedale Street 
intersection is vitally important to Hopedale, as well as the surrounding area,” said 
Representative Brian Murray. “It will better facilitate an uninterrupted medical 
response by emergency vehicles to Milford Regional Medical Center. It will also 
improve safety for drivers along Route 16, a major commuter roadway, and 
pedestrians, many of whom are young people who walk regularly to the nearby 
Memorial Elementary School and Hopedale Junior Senior High School. I am pleased 
to have supported this grant, along with several other town and state officials, and that 
the Small Town Road Assistance Program has now funded it.” 
  
"The Town of Gosnold is delighted to receive a 2019 MassWorks Infrastructure Grant 
for repairs of our Cuttyhunk Island retaining walls and roads.  These much needed 
improvements will enhance public safety in our small, rural community, and we thank 
the Baker-Polito Administration and the Executive Office of Housing and Economic 
Development for this recognition," said Gosnold Selectwoman Gail Blout. 
  
“I am thrilled that the smallest, most isolated community in the Commonwealth is 
receiving such a significant MassWorks grant,” said Senator Julian Cyr. “These funds 
will make a big difference in maintaining Cuttyhunk’s fragile roadways and preserve 
access to Tower Hill Road, the hub of civic and cultural life on the island chain.” 
 
"I am thrilled MassWorks has chosen Gosnold to be a recipient of this STRAP funding, 
and know it will go a long way in helping this community with much needed 
infrastructure upgrades," said Representative Dylan Fernandes. 
  
“The West Newbury Board of Selectmen and its residents are deeply thankful for the 
Commonwealth’s $1 million MassWorks grant for the Plummer Spring Road/Middle 
Street Bridge. The award is absolutely critical to the communities’ ability to bring this 
important project to timely completion,” said West Newbury Town Manager Angus 
Jennings. “The bridge is an important connection between West Newbury and 
Newburyport, which has been unavailable for nearly 18 months due to a structural 
failure and poses a substantial cost to both towns.” 
  
“After a considerable amount of input from residents and local officials, this $1 million 
award will fuel the reconstruction of an important link in our local transportation 
infrastructure,” said Senate Minority Leader Bruce Tarr. “This is wonderful use of the 
MassWorks’ Small Town Road Assistance Program successfully partners state and 
local resources to get this job done.” 
  
“It’s vitally important to have this bridge repaired so that we can continue to have this 
much needed additional access between Newburyport and West Newbury. I’m very 
pleased to get this funding approved,” said Representative Lenny Mirra. 
  
The MassWorks Infrastructure Program awards grants to municipalities for public 
infrastructure projects that generate additional private sector investment. Each year, 
the MassWorks program allocates 10 percent of awarded funds to assist municipalities 
with populations of 7,000 or less in completing roadway safety projects. 
  
Through the 2019 MassWorks round, the Baker-Polito Administration will award more 
than $72 million in MassWorks awards to a diverse mix of 36 projects in 35 
communities across the Commonwealth, including nine Gateway Cities and eight 
communities that will receive MassWorks funding for the first time. The awards will 
unlock a total of $2.3 billion in private investment and more than 4,600 new full-time 
jobs, along with more than 3,100 new housing units, more than a third of which are 
affordable, building on the Administration’s efforts to tackle the ongoing housing 
shortage through complementary programs like historic funding for affordable housing 
and the proposed Housing Choice legislation. The transformative projects funded by the 
2019 awards were selected from 92 applications, totaling $223 million in requests. 
  
Since 2015, the Baker-Polito Administration has awarded more than $456 million in 
MassWorks grants to support 219 shovel-ready projects in 141 communities. 
MassWorks funding has leveraged over $9.2B in private investments and made 
possible the creation of more than 14,000 new housing units and tens of thousands of 
construction and permanent jobs. 
  
Governor Baker signed economic development legislation in August 2018 that 
included substantial new funding for municipalities, including another $250 million for 
MassWorks awards. The legislation built on the Baker-Polito Administration’s work to 
partner with communities to catalyze economic development and create new 
opportunities for residents across the Commonwealth, including the 2016 Job Creation 
and Workforce Development act, which authorized $1 billion to support economic 
development efforts across the state, including a $500 million authorization for the 
MassWorks Infrastructure Program, enhanced tools and the introduction of new 
strategies for job-readiness efforts. 
  
Learn more about MassWorks here. 
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